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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the Application of : 

Jean-Claude FORNAGE : 

Application No. 10/586,215 : 

Filing Date: July 17, 2006 : 

For a Patent for a : 
MILL FOR SEASONING IN PARTICULAR 

FOR HUMID GUERANDE SALT : June 1, 2007 



This paper is being filed to advise the U.S. Patent 



Office of information which may be considered "material to 
patentability" in examining this patent application, in 
accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R- §1 .56. 



To this end, the U.S. Patent Office is advised of a 



later filed International Application, No. PCT/FR2005/001 387 , 
which has since been assigned the U.S. Patent Application 
No. 11/658,303. The Search Report issued for International 
Application No. PCT/FR2005/001 387 , and a Search Report (No. FA 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 
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652851) issued for French Patent Application No. 04/08309, the 
priority of which is claimed in connection with International 
Application No. PCT/FR2005/001 387 , each cite the following 
documents : 

U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2002/117566 (Cheng) - Published: August 29, 2002 

Foreign Documents 
DE 195 14 794 (Gass) - Published: October 24, 1996 
FR 2 857 842 (PSP Industries SAS) - 
- Published: January 28, 2005 

Copies of the above-listed Search Reports, and a 
copy of DE 195 14 794 (including an English language abstract), 
are enclosed with this Information Disclosure Statement for 
consideration in this matter. Because a copy of FR 2 857 842 
was submitted with the Information Disclosure Statement which 
was filed in this matter on October 10, 2006, a duplicative copy 
of this document has not been enclosed with this Information 
Disclosure Statement. A concise explanation of the relevance 
of non-English language documents is available with reference to 
the Search Reports which cite the non-English language document. 

A copy of the U.S. patent document has not been 
enclosed with this Information Disclosure Statement in view of 
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the waiver of such requirements for International Applications 
which entered their U.S. national stage after June 30, 2003 
(OG Notices; 05 August 2003). 

French Patent Application No. 04/08309 was published 
under the No. 2,873,559 on February 3, 2006, and a copy of FR 
2,873,559. is enclosed with this Information Disclosure Statement. 

The specification for U.S. Patent Application No. 
11/658,303 also cites a French Patent Application, No. 04 02299. 
French Patent Application No. 04 02299 is cited for describing 
a grinding device in which the rotation of an operating ring 
drives a dish-holder in translation, making it possible to vary 
the relative position between a grinding block associated with 
the device and the dish, for grinding a condiment, providing a 
concise explanation of the relevance of this non-English language 
document . 

French Patent Application No. 04/02299 was published 
under the No. 2,857,842, on January 28, 2005. As previously 
indicated, a copy of FR 2 857 842 has not been enclosed with 
this Information Disclosure Statement because a copy of this 
document was submitted with the Information Disclosure Statement 
which was filed in this matter on October 10, 2006. 

Due consideration of the foregoing documents is 
respectfully requested under 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(a). 

It is further respectfully requested that the Examiner 
acknowledge consideration of the above- listed documents by 
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initialing the PTO-1449 form (1) which is enclosed with this 
Information Disclosure Statement and which lists the foregoing 
documents, and by providing applicant with an initialed copy 
of the enclosed PTO-1449 form to confirm consideration of the 
listed documents. 

Respectfully a^dEmitted, 





GARY M. COHEN, ESQ. 
Reg. No- 28,834 
Attorney for Applicant 
Tel.: (510) 975-4430 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service 
with sufficient postage as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to "Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450" on 
June 1. 2007 . 

Gary(M. Cohen, Esq. 
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APPLICATION NO. 
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FILING DATE 
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Germany (Gass) 
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OTHER INFORMATION (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc. 



AR 
AS 



US 



2002/117566 AI (Cheng) - Published: August 29, 2002 



AT 



AU 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with 
MPEP 509: Draw line through citation if not conformance and not considered. Include copy 
of this form with next communication to applicant. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



>na] Application No 

/FR2005/001387 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

A47J42/18 



According to Intsmatlonal Patent ClasslflcaUon (IPC) or to both national clas^catlon and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symt>oIs) 

A47J 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, PAJ 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • Citation of document, with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to dajm No. 



A 

P.x 



us 2002/117566 Al (CHENG SHUN-I) 

29 August 2002 (2002-08-29) 

page 1, paragraph 16 - page 2, paragraph 

19; figures 1-6 



FR 2 857 842 A (PSP INDUSTRIES SAS) 

28 January 2005 (2005-01-28) 

page 2, line 6 - page 5, line 6; figure 1 

DE 195 14 794 Al (6ASS, PETER, 42929 
WERMELSKIRCHEN, DE; 6ASS, PETER) 
24 October 1996 (1996-10-24) 
column 4, line 13 - column 5, line 5; 
figures 1-7 



1.3,5,9, 
12,16 



2 

1-16 



□ 



Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are Tsted in annex. 



** Speda! categories of dted documents : 

*A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of pardcuiar relevance 

*E' earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

'L* document which may throw doubts on priority ciaim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other spedal reason (as specified) 

'O* document referring to an oral disdosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the Intemationaf filing date but 
later than the priority dale claimed 



1* later document published after the International filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the prindple or theory underling the 

invention 

'X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

'Y' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined wtth one or more other such docu- 
nnents, such combination being obvious to a person sldOed 
In the art 

document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



27 December 2005 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



03/01/2006 



Name and mailing address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280 HV Rijswilk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Lehe, J 



l=bim PCT/iSA/21 0 (second sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



li^^ational Application No 

W/FR2005/001387 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(3] 



Public^on 
date 



us 2002117566 Al 29-08-2002 NONE 



FR 2857842 


A 


28-01-2005 


WO 2005009187 Al 


03-02-2005 


DE 19514794 


Al 


24-10-1996 


NONE 





Form PCT/ISAyaio (patent family annax) (January 2004) 



R^PUBLIQUE FRANQAISE 



2873559 




NATIONAL DB 
LA PROPRIETE 
INDUSTRIELLB 



RAPPORT DE RECHERCHE 

PR^LIMINAIRE 

ilabli 8ur la base des demidres revendications 
dSpos^es avant le commencement de la recherche 



N** d'enreglstrement 
national 



FA 652851 
FR 0408309 



DOCUMENTS CONSID^RfeS COMME PERTINENTS 



Cat^gorie 



Citation du dooutmnt aveo indication, en oas de beaoin, 
daapartiaipertinentas 



Hmwidcalion(i) 
ooncemte(a) 



Classementaltribui 
annvenUonpari'lNPI 



A 
E 



US 20G2/117566 Al (CHENG SHUN-I) 

29 aoQt 2002 (2002-08-29) 

* page 1, alinea 16 - page 2, alinea 19; 

figures 1-6 * 



FR 2 857 842 A (PSP INDUSTRIES SAS) 
28 janvier 2005 (2005-01-28) 
* page 2, ligne 6 - page 5, ligne 6; 
figure 1 * 



1.3.5,9, 
12,16 



2 

1-16 



A47J42/18 



DE 195 14 794 Al (GASS, PETER, 42929 

WERMELSKIRCHEN, DE; GASS, PETER) 

24 octobre 1996 (1996-10-24) 

* colonne 4, ligne 13 - colonne 5, ligne 

5; figures 1-7 * 



DOMAINES TECHNIQUES 
RECHERCH^S (lnLCL.7) 



A47J 



Date d* achftvement de la recherche 

2 mars 2005 



Exanvnateur 

Lehe, J 



CAT^GORIE OES DOCUMENTS CtX^S 

X : particulidrement pertinent & lui seul 

Y : particulidrement pertinent en eombinaison aveo un 

autre document de la mdme oatdgorie 
A : arri6re-plan technologique 
O : divulgation non-terite 
P : document Interoalaire 



T : th^orie ou prinoipe h la base de Tinvention 

E : document de brevet b^n^fbiant d'une date antdrieure 

& la date de d^dt et qui n'a m public qu'li oette date 

de d6pOt ou qu'^ une date post^rieure. 
D : oit6 dane la demande 
L : cit6 pour d'autres raisona 

& : membro de la mfime femille, document correspondant 



